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Identify the errors and correct the following sentences. Note that two of the sentences do not contain any errors—write 
“OK” for these. Refer to the chart in Editing Abbreviations and Symbols to review the common errors. 

The errors in this worksheet are related to: wrong articles; missing articles; spelling; and pronoun references. 

Example:

Hydraulic fracturing is a method of oil extraction which has stired up some recent controversy. 
	
	 Type of error: SP
	
	 Correct sentence:

Hydraulic fracturing is a method of oil extraction which has stirred up some recent 			 
controversy.

Exercise:

1.	 Scientists estimate that the Amazon rainforest comprises over the half the world’s remaining rainforest.

	 Type of error: 

	 Correct sentence:

	

2.	 With more than 9 million visitors a year, the Louvre in Paris is one of a largest art museums in the world.

	 Type of error: 

	 Correct sentence:
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3.	 Studies indicate that many of sun’s most harmful rays are blocked by the Earth’s ozone layer.

	 Type of error: 

	 Correct sentence:

	

4.	 Astronomers estimate that the Milky Way galaxy contains at least a hundred billion stars, although they admit 

this projection is very rough.*	

	 Type of error: 

	 Correct sentence:

	

5.	 Residential urban density measures the number of people living in relative proximty in cities, shown below by 

the number of people living in each square kilometre of a 100 x 100 kilometres urban region.	

	 Type of error: 

	 Correct sentence:

	

6.	 In recent years, engineers have been able to extract biodiesel from corn.

	 Type of error: 

	 Correct sentence:
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7.	 Typically constructed from silicon, a microchip is diminutive component of computer circuitry.

	 Type of error: 

	
	 Correct sentence:

	

8.	 Island gigantism denotes the phemonenon wherein animals on remote islands will increase in size, compared 

to their mainland relatives.

	 Type of error: 

	 Correct sentence:

	

9.	 According to recent estimates, Iceland’s primary source of heat is geothermal power, which accounts in a 

large portion of the heated buildings in the country.

	 Type of error: 

	 Correct sentence:

	

10.	 Many researchers speculate that the colossal squid can reach up to 1500 lb, but none has ever been 

observed in captivity.

	 Type of error: 

	 Correct sentence:	

	

												            *Answers may vary.
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Identify the errors and correct the following sentences. Note that two of the sentences do not contain any errors—write 
“OK” for these. Refer to the chart in Editing Abbreviations and Symbols to review the common errors.

The errors in this worksheet are related to: wrong articles; missing articles; spelling; and pronoun references. 

Example:

Hydraulic fracturing is a method of oil extraction which has stired up some recent controversy. 

Type of error: Sp
	
	 Correct sentence:

Hydraulic fracturing is a method of oil extraction which has stirred up some recent controversy.

Exercise:
1.	 Scientists estimate that the Amazon rainforest comprises over the half the world’s remaining rainforest.

	 Type of error: OK

	 Correct sentence:
N/A

2.	 With more than 9 million visitors a year, the Louvre in Paris is one of a largest art museums in the world.

	 Type of error: WA

	 Correct sentence:
With more than 9 million visitors a year, the Louvre in Paris is one of the largest art museums in the world.

3.	 Studies indicate that many of sun’s most harmful rays are blocked by the Earth’s ozone layer.

	 Type of error: A?

	 Correct sentence:
Studies indicate that many of the sun’s most harmful rays are blocked by the Earth’s ozone layer.

4.	 Astronomers estimate that the Milky Way galaxy contains at least a hundred billion stars, although they admit 
this projection is very rough.*

	 Type of error: PRef

	 Correct sentence:

Although they admit the projection is very rough, scientists estimate that the Milky Way galaxy contains at 
least a hundred billion stars.
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5.	 Residential urban density measures the number of people living in relative proximty in cities, shown below by 
the number of people living in each square kilometre of a 100 x 100 kilometre urban region.

	 Type of error: Sp

	 Correct sentence:
Residential urban density measures the number of people living in relative proximity in cities, shown below by the 
number of people living in each square kilometre of a 100 x 100 kilometre urban region.

6.	 In recent years, engineers have been able to extract biodiesel from corn.

	 Type of error: OK

	 Correct sentence:
N/A

7.	 Typically constructed from silicon, a microchip is diminutive component of computer circuitry.

	 Type of error: A?

	 Correct sentence:
Typically constructed from silicon, a microchip is a diminutive component of computer circuitry

8.	 Island gigantism denotes the phemonenon wherein animals on remote islands will increase in size, compared 
to their mainland relatives.

	 Type of error: Sp

	 Correct sentence:
Island gigantism denotes the phenomenon wherein animals on remote islands will increase in size, compared to 
their mainland relatives.

9.	 According to recent estimates, Iceland’s primary source of heat is geothermal power, which accounts in a 
large portion of the heated buildings in the country.

	 Type of error: WA

	 Correct sentence:
According to recent estimates, Iceland’s primary source of heat is geothermal power, which accounts for a large 
portion of the heated building in the country.
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10.	 Many researchers speculate that the colossal squid can reach up to 1500 lb, but none has ever been 
observed in captivity.

	 Type of error: PRef

	 Correct sentence:
Many researchers speculate that the colossal squid can reach up to 1500 lb, but none of these mollusks has 
ever been observed in captivity.

* Answers may vary.
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